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t James's Street I3 the
S principle artery of the
West End neighbourhood

that takes its name. In the City of
Westminster, it starts at  the
southern  edge of Mayhir at
Pivcadilly, just down from The Ritz

and ends opposite the patehonse of

St Jamnes's palace at Pall Mall.

At first glance
The imposing street still has 2
prodominantly  commercial  feel,
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with sume of the highest rents in
London driven by demand for
offices from the bedgefunds, asset
managess aml  gallesies  located
there, Hawever, this is sel o
change & the anca s wilerguing a
ressdential revival, reclaiming its
historic  reputation as one  of
London's most exclusive addresses.
The Crown Estate, which owns
nearly 50 per cont of the buildings
in the S
investing £500m in upgeading its

James's  area, s

commercial portfolio and doubling
its ressdential oflering,

St James's Street'’s buildings are
an eclectic mix of Georgian stucco
fagades, contemporary properties
and Victorian red brick, bailt in a
“scattered fashion™, according to
architectural historian  Nikolaws
Pevsner’s  cbservations, Jermyn
Street, a ventre of men's fashion
since the 16th century, home to
furnbull & Asser, Thomas Pink
and Harvie and Hudswn, among

GENTLEMIN ONLY Clockwise from

lef:
St James’s Paluice’s patehouse; the purtico of Boodle's
members” viwb in days gooe by, Piccadilly Arcade
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With The Ritz and Fortnum & Mason on your
ﬂerfect place for a West End Christmas, writes Fiona Brandhorst

, this is the

others, Jeads off to the north-cast,
St James's Street has its own
bespoke shops, many displaying
their roval warrants from hatters
Lock & Co, cstablished in 1676,
and Lobh bootmakers to groomers
and perfiumers Teoefitt & Hill, gun
maker Willm Evans and Fraser
the luxury yacht builder, Wine
merchants Bervy Bros & Rudd have
a 317 year history in the street,
Small side strects on its western
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overlooking Greeo Park, Catherine
Wheel Yard opens onto a rare

collection of mews properties,
while Blue Ball Yard still has its
original stables, built in 1742, now
pur_l of The Stafford hotel.

Charles Lloyd, head of Savills
Mayfair and St James’s, says: “St
James's Street has fewer dwellings
than its neighbours and residents
are deawn here for the refined and
geoteed atmosphere. It is a litde
more old schaol than Mayfair.”

ROYAL

Why iconic?

St Jarnes’s was still fields in 1660,
except for the voyal palace of St
James's, which was built by Henry
VI in the 153305, notes historian
Melanie Backe-Hansen. “It began
with Heary Jermyn, lst Earl of
Saint Albans, and a good friend of
Charfes 11, who planned the
building of St James's Square. By
the 16803, it had been completed,
along with a new church of St
Jamess by Sir Christopher Wren™

The area is famous for its private
gentlemen's clubs and St James's
Street is home (o three of London's
best-known. The Cooservatives'
Carlton Club is at sumber 69;
Brooks’s {60), was bullt in 1777 in
the Palladian style by the wine
merchant  and  money  lender
William Brooks, and Boodle’s (28),
was founded in 1762, On Pall Mall
is the Roval Automobile Clab and
the Institute of Directors. The In &
Out Club is on St James's Square
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CHAFISMEN Clackwise from left: A1 Welwe's exhibition st the Royal Acsdenzy of Arts (from
19 Septersber 13 December), The Caritom Club; artisan chaesamaker Paxton & Whitfiedd holds the royal warsant

London’s mast iconic: hotels are
on the doorstep, from the glitzy
decadence of The Ritz, overlooking
Green Park, to the discreet five-
star luxury on offer at the St Junes's
Hotel aml The Cavendish, Fortnum
& Mason, on Piccadilly, s London's
mast famous grocer. A

St James's is synonymous with

gentlemen's dothing and the statue
of Beau Brummell, the Regency
dandy and fashion leader, in ’,

Jermyn Street stands proudly

The London Magazine 49



opposite  the Piccadilly Arcade.
Notable residents have included
at least four prime  ministers:
Churchill, Pitt, Gladstone and
Stanley, Napoleon 111, Nancy Astor
and Sir lsaac Newton are also
recognised by the namerous blue
plagues in the surrounding streets

TS Elit wrote 2 poem about
Bustopher Jones, the St James's
Streetcat, a parod) of an Edwardian
gentheman of leisure who, due to
his constant lunching at the various
clubs, is a remarkable “25 pounder”

On the market

St James's Street is beginning ta
rival Mount Street in Mayfair, says
Jenoa Buck from Knight Frank

HED BRICK PA)
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“We are seeing best-in-class stock
achieve in excess of £ 3,500 per sq
ft. The Penthouse at 73 St James's
Street bolds the record for the
highest price paid per sq ft in
St James's. The area’s beautiful
architecture and  quintessentially
British feel tends to attract British
residents, bowever, its history is a
maguet for Russian and American
buyers, drawn to the grandeur of
London’s oldest district.”

Stock is a rarity, with many
of the tall 19th century town
houses converted into lateral flats
and pieds i terre. James Barker of
Foxtons savs: “Prices in St James's
are achieving more than £2,000
per 5q 11,7 A four-bedroom pent

LOCALINSTHTUTIONS From left:

house in St James’s Street with
panoramic views is available at a
gukde price of £9.75m through
Sotheby’s [nternational Realty.
There's a renewed interest in
St James’s as an understated and
discreet residential area. Ashley
Coleman at Carter Jonas notes that
residents  rarely  move  away,
creating low stock and high demand
for property for sale. *Deals are
typically secured off-marker. St
James's is currently experiencing
growth, two recent off-market
transactions were In excess of
super-prime Mayfair prices.”
Raphael Fitoussi from Sotheby's
International Realty agrees, “We
are selling a penthouse in a very

Davy's wine bar in Crown Fassape, Pall Mall;
Glinens: Vemisan at Le Caprice

ofl market.
We've soen strong price growth
in the last couple of years and we
expect this to continue. Up until

exclusive

building

recently the area only really
attracted British buyers, due to its
strong English roots, now we're
seeing interest from Tndian and
Russian buyers, taa.”

Rachel Thompson from The
Buying Solution has seen an
increase in the number of specific
client requests to be on ar close to
Jermyn Street.

Three new developments will set
a new residential high for the area
St James's Houwse is a collection
of eight ane- to four-bedroom

apartments within the Grade (I

VUF From left: St James's Palace, in Pall Mall, way finishod in 1536; the East India Chab, in St James's Square, war founded in the mid-19th century




listed building overlooking  the
gatesto St James’s Palace. Launched
next spring by Strutt & Parker,
prices are on application.

Carter Jonas is selling Beali
House an Jermyn Street, developed
by Dukelease and comprising seven
ane-, two- and three-bedroom
apartments, including a 4,000 sq ft
penthouse, Prices start from £2m,
with completions in early 2016,

Savills has fust launched Bennet
House, a redevelopment of a period
building by Lord Sagar and interior
designer Kelly Hoppen, comprising
four lateral apartments and one dup-
lex penthouse with a roof tervace,
Prices from £8m.

Restaurants and bars
There's no shortage of tradition,

with the Caviar House & Prunier at
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from the many fine food and
clothing autlets. The Piccadilly and
Burlingtan Arcades are dressed for
the season. Carol services are held
at St James's Church and there is a
Christmas market every year in St
James's Square.

Transport

The nearest Tube station is Green
Park, which takes you west on the
Piccadilly line or north on the
Jubilee and Victoria lines, Buses bead
east and west along Piccadilly, I

the top of St James's Street, serving
Persian caviar since [932. Le
Caprice in Arlington Street has
been a favourite with celebrities
and royals for 30 years, while The
Wolseley, on Piccadilly, draws 2
similar dientele. The Rivoli Bar at
the Ritz is famous for its cocktails.
Franco's is another longstanding
eatery in Jermyn Street and is now
joined by Angela Hartnetts Caté
Murano and Hakkasan's Sake No
Hana, for sushi on St James's Street.

Christmas Shopping
St James's offers a magical shopping
experience for festive presents

WINE AND DINE From top:
The Rivold Bar in The Ritx; Axn}\.fmm
Cafe Murano; Dukes Hoted; General
Charies de Gaulle at the Free Fromch

b adguartens st Cadion Gardess in 1943

CHANGING VALUES
e ® hawe

"

f ot L3 &81

PRICE PER SOFT FOR
A ONE-BEDRDOM
APARTMENT T
21‘840 - " - » . -’ ?
: within walking distance of Green Park station.
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